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Without Love

Duty without love makes you resentful.
Truth without love makes you overcritical.
Education without love makes you a contrarian.
Cleverness without love makes you cunning.
Responsibility without love makes you ruthless.
Justice without love makes you hard-hearted.
Friendliness without love makes you two-faced.
Order without love makes you nitpicky.
Expertise without love makes you a know-it-all.
Power without love makes you cruel.
Honor without love makes you haughty.
Wealth without love makes you stingy.
Faith without love makes you a fanatic.
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This text is attributed to the Chinese philosopher Laozi (sixth cen-
tury b.c.). Discuss it sentence by sentence. What parts do you think 
are correct? Where do you have questions?
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